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Rep@rter Pml?e m‘ Peace Tuﬁe

" LManeuvers Reveals Surprwes

\-THE 'SECRET SEARCH FOR PEACE IN:
VIETNAM, By David Kraslow and Stuart I,
.Loory. Random  House. $5.95 har_dback;:-.

A GLARI‘ OF PUBLICITY accompames the:-

. Paris peace-talks. Not much however, is wide-

known “about the numerous *‘peace feelers”

't?wt preceded the opening of these talks, the’

" ysrious behind-the-scene maneuvers 4o get the
griies together to negotiate a settlement ‘of
he Vietnam War, and the apparently insur-

; Yiountable dlffxcultles the’ go—betweens faced m
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givanging these talks. .

Kraslow and Léory, Washington correspond-
~ents for the Los Angeles Times, have un-:
.- covered the untold story of these efl‘orts many
of which'led nowhere.

In- August 1967,  they started mvestlgatmg
the .accuracy of wxdespread rumors in diplo- <
 matic:circles in Washington and abroad that _
“the public .utterances -of- the U.S. officials- in-"
-~dicaling 'willingness to negotiate with North
: Vietnam: were niot matched- by the private: ..
dealmgs of the administration, and that they
- were, in fact, responsxble for 'several lost op-.:
portumtxes ta find peace in Vietnam by esca-

- lating the bombmg -of North Vxetnam at Jeru-
clal txmes. . s

THEY FOUND that in 1964 the prevalent
Washmgton mood - Was: "adverse to talks. At:
:-that tme “the United . States could not enter-.i
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" reaucracy has difficulty’ coping with the sensi-

- nam files in the State Department said, ‘Never: 4.

;. Frenchmen that .culminated in the ,present -
:"talks, This was perhaps the first. time that -
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after it applied more military pressure on the'; -
enemy.” This explains U Thant’s {utile mntla-:-
tive to get U.S.-North Vietnam to the negotnat- -1 : )
ing table. .

In 1966, Warsaw came into the plcture Dip-- 3 y P
lomatic maneuvering involved the Polish au- e
thorities, the U.S. ambassador to Poland, and "¢ !

North Vietnam. The project, named. “Mari-: »"
gold,” was, {ragile and collapsed with the "}
US.. bombmg raids over Hanui in December
- 1966. Their conclusion®

“The Marigold record does suggest how-l 4
ever, thal Washington's national securily bu- -}

tive, tenuous problems of Vietnam diplomacy. .
Oune adviser who has studied the secret Viet-

sunderestimate stupidity, lack of Judgment and
‘lack of coordination as ‘factors ‘in l'orelg,n '
“policy. What appears to be a patlern may 4
not be a pattern at all. Things sometlmes
sxmply happen that are not supposed to hap-
pen’.

Finally, Kraslow and Loory recount m l'as-
" cinating detail the successful effort by two -

Washmgton was responsive to such initiatives. ;
“The Secret Search for Peace in Vietnam”.'
is an absorbing account of Washmgton 's atlis: { e

~tude toward a negotxated settlement in Vxet- :
ngm‘ - W e f
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